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EDITORIAL

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
Few people alive today will be here for the tricenten-

nial celebration. And the centennial celebration was
canceled byWorldWar I.
So we suggest you make plans to head over to Gulfport

on Friday for the Bicentennial Celebration South at Cen-
tennial Plaza, which was to have been the scene of the
Mississippi Centennial in 1917.
Friday, you’ll have the chance to salute the military

twice, at 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. A Taste of Mississippi will
begin at 11 a.m. and the way Down South in Mississippi
Picnic at 5.
And the United States Postal Service will unveil its

bicentennial stamp, featuring a painting of bluesman
Jimmy “Duck” Holmes’ hands.
Saturday will be a tougher ticket to obtain. All the free

tickets to Saturday’s festivities are gone from the bicen-
tennial website. (Shout-out to The Band Perry.)
So, if you’re going, plan ahead.
Getting there likely will involve a encounter with heavy

traffic on U.S. 90 near the Centennial Plaza. If you drive,
you’ll have to turn from U.S. 90 onto Texas and Arkansas
avenues, where you’ll be directed to the public parking.
Or you can park at the CTA garage in downtown Gulf-

port and hitch a ride on the shuttle to the celebration.
There’s a list of what to bring and what to leave at

home — the family pets for example — at
sunherald.com/news/local/bicentennial.
If you aren’t going, you probably will want to avoid

U.S. 90 between downtown and Courthouse Road.
Either way, be sure to pack your patience when you

head out Friday or Saturday. You know the drill. We have
spring break, Cruisin’ The Coast and festivals galore
down here.
The state is having just three big events for the Bicen-

tennial. We’re proud that this One Coast has been chosen
to roll out the welcomemat.
We hope to see you there.

The editorial represents the views of the Sun Herald
editorial board. Opinions of columnists and cartoonists are
their own.

Don’t miss
this party or
you’ll regret it
for 100 years

By The Editorial Board
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The Band Perry will perform Saturday in honor of the
state’s Bicentennial Celebration South.

Science, technology,
engineering and math are
fields vital to the ongoing
success and prosperity of
our country. Not to men-
tion individuals who work
in these fields are often
times more financially
stable and have a better
chance of retaining stabil-
ity in the face of national
or global times of econom-
ic hardship. However,
despite all of this, job
vacancies in STEM fields
go unfilled every year in
our country. Making sure
these careers are being

considered and pursued
by our young people
should be a national pri-
ority.
Throughout time, our

country has made remark-
able advancements in the
STEM fields and we have
many women scientists to
thank for their significant
contributions along the
way. However, today wo-
men account for only a
small percentage of the
STEM workforce in this
country.
Last month, President

Donald Trump signed the
Inspiring the Next Space
Pioneers, Innovators,
Researchers, and Explor-
ers (INSPIRE) Women
Act, a bill that directs
NASA to encourage young
women to pursue careers
in science, technology,
engineering and math. As
a father to a 13-year-old
daughter, I was proud to

co-sponsor this legislation.
We aren’t the only ones

who recognize the impor-
tance of this matter. Last
month, General Electric
promised to employ
20,000 women in tech-
nical roles within its com-
pany by the year 2020.
The company recently

released a commercial
promoting is initiative
where 86-year-old Millie
Dresselhaus, the first
woman to earn the U.S.
National Medal of Science
in Engineering, was being
treated as a celebrity.
Young girls were rushing
to take selfies with her,
she was on talk shows and
on the covers of maga-
zines. And the commercial
begged the question of
what if we treated the
outstanding accomplish-
ments of women such as
Millie Dresselhaus with
the same attention and

adoration as we do the
actions of celebrities?
If you were to ask any

young woman today if she
knew who Kim Kardash-
ian is, chances are the
answer would be yes. If
you were to ask her if she
knew who Millie Dressel-
haus is, sadly, the odds of
her knowing would dimin-
ish greatly.
Like many of our young

people on the Mississippi
Coast, my daughter has
had the privilege of grow-
ing up with Stennis Space
Center in her backyard.
Whether it’s watching an
engine test or visiting the
Infinity Space Museum,
she’s enjoyed the educa-
tional and interactive
opportunities. The goal of
the INSPIRE Act is to
expose the world of sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering and math to
young women across our
nation and pave the way
for them to pursue and
have successful careers in
the STEM fields.
This is an important

initiative that I hope fam-
ilies, communities and
schools in South Mis-

sissippi will join us in
supporting. If you were to
ask yourself today whose
footsteps do you want
your daughter to follow in,
would the answer be Kim

Kardashian or Millie Dres-
selhaus?

Rep. Steven Palazzo
represents the 4th
Congressional District.

FORUM

INSPIRE Act will help women
advance in STEM careers

BY STEVEN PALAZZO
Palazzo.house.gov/contact
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Congressman Steven Palazzo’s daughter, Aubrey, meets
astronaut Jeanette Epps at Stennis Space Center.

The thwarting of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
effort to repeal and re-
place the Affordable Care
Act was not the Freedom
Caucus’ first taste of
success. It has been hi-
jacking the GOP’s plans
in Congress for years.
The same group led the

government shutdown in
2013, nearly initiated two
more government shut-
downs, forced the U.S.
Treasury to conduct “ex-
traordinary measures” to
avoid defaulting on the
national debt and took
down House Speaker
John Boehner.
And we haven’t heard

the last of them. Expect
the controversial group to
be at the forefront of
negotiations to pass a
new budget, as a fresh
government shutdown
looms April 28. Trump’s
expansive budget, infra-
structure and tax plans
are all at the mercy of
these budget hawks. The
drama between the in-
tractable caucus and the
reckless president prom-
ises spectacles surpassing
any episode of “Celebrity
Apprentice.”
This rogue group of

about 35 Republican

House members that is
redefining how Congress
operates was founded in
2015, but has been in-
formally active since
2011. It has been dis-
missed as naive, irrele-
vant and politically unso-
phisticated, and conflated
with the Tea Party Cau-
cus. Its members have
been derided as unthink-
ing followers of Sen. Ted
Cruz (R-Texas). Some
GOP leaders have even
described the caucus as
“lemmings with suicide
vests.”
However, the Freedom

Caucus is none of those
things. Most importantly
it is not politically naive.
The caucus repeatedly
humiliated Boehner be-
fore overthrowing him in
a stunningly successful
legislative gambit.
While certainly conser-

vative, ideology is not
what makes the Freedom
Caucus special. The
group is distinctive be-
cause of its members’
willingness to risk their
offices, political relation-
ships and even the basic
functioning of the federal
government to stay true
to their values.
The core leaders of the

group describe them-
selves as principled con-
stitutionalists who refuse
to be corrupted by Wash-

ington. They see them-
selves as Jimmy Stewart
in “Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington,” principled
lawmakers who refuse to
play the corrupt game of
politics.
When I met with the

caucus’ current leader,
Rep. Mark Meadows (R-
N.C.), in January, he
handed me his voting
card. He assured me that
even though it bore his
picture, the card — and
by extension his vote —
belonged to the 750,000
North Carolinians he
represents. As he took the
card back, Meadows
noted, “There comes a
point in time in every
decision where you say,
‘OK, do I just grin and
bear it, or do I fight
back?’”
The health-care show-

down was not the first
time Meadows has fought
back. After only eight
months in office, he ener-
gized his allies to demand
that Congress “de-fund
the implementation” of
the Affordable Care Act.
Boehner thought the
group would back down.
Instead, Meadows initi-
ated the third-longest
government shutdown in
history — one that only
ended when Boehner
conceded defeat and
sought help from the
Democrats.
The caucus has easily

weathered leadership
attempts to bring them in
line. Its members have
been denied positions in
important committees

and banned from official
congressional trips. The
leadership even stripped
Meadows of a subcom-
mittee chairmanship.
However, these efforts

at discipline have back-
fired, angering the mem-
bers and hardening their
resolve. When Meadows
lost his chairmanship, the
committee refused to
replace him, and lead-
ership had to re-install
him. Such futile attempts
at punishment have
taught the Freedom Cau-
cus that they can succeed
in bucking the leader-
ship’s wishes.
There is something

strangely modern about
the Freedom Caucus’
straightforwardness. In
an age obsessed with
authenticity, voters ap-
preciate the group’s hon-
esty and willingness to
follow through on cam-
paign promises.
Everyone who cares

about Congress should
take note. Last week the
Freedom Caucus hijacked
our legislative branch and
trumped the Republican
Party. It wasn’t the first
time, and it won’t be the
last.

Bradley Harris is a
master’s of public policy
candidate at Duke
University’s Sanford
School of Public Policy. He
wrote this for the
Philadelphia Inquirer.
Readers may email him at
bradley.harris@duke.edu.
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